
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
Lakeside Arts hosts photography exhibition: Martine Hamilton 
Knight – Pevsner on Camera 
Saturday 2 July – Sunday 28 August 2022 
Admission Free 
 
Lakeside Arts is celebrating the work of Nottingham-based architectural photographer 
Martine Hamilton Knight throughout summer 2022 with a new exhibition. Using her images 
for Sir Nikolaus Pevsner’s guidebook – Buildings of England: Nottinghamshire as the basis 
for the exhibition, over 90 of Hamilton Knight’s photographs of the county are on display, 
together with an exploration of the challenges and conventions that surround the 
representation of architecture. Her phtoographs have been published globally in the 
architectural press for over three decades and previously appeared on show at Lakeside in 
2007 & 2014.  

Pevsner, an eminent German professor of art history, came to England in the 1930’s and 
began writing books about architecture. Published by Penguin as a series of county-by-
county guides, they were designed as glove-box gazetteers to the country’s built 
environment which have remained in print ever since. Nottinghamshire was first published in 
1951, eventually reprised by Elizabeth Williamson in 1979 and most recently with Clare 
Hartwell in 2020. Yale University Press commissioned Hamilton Knight to shoot Hartwell’s 
812-page revision of Nottinghamshire, partly drawing on the photographer’s existing archive 
of the county’s more notable buildings including Nottingham Castle, Papplewick Pumping 
Station, Maggie’s Centre at Nottingham City Hospital and buildings for both universities.  

Traversing the county visiting many of its’ lesser-known churches, civic buildings, houses 
and monuments, she was tasked to depict them in a style which she later came to term ‘The 
Pevsner way of seeing’. As a practitioner whose images are renowned for showing 
architecture at work, rest and play, where people are key in revealing telling story of each 
building, this presented significant challenges to Martine Hamilton-Knight’s usual approach 
to image making.  

Writing in her academic paper published in Quart Journal in May 2022, she speaks about the 
need to depict buildings largely devoid of their contemporary contexts; cars, people, signage 
etc. Given the longevity of these books in circulation - the previous edition was in print for 41 
years, each picture needs to be devoid of dating elements that could detract from the 
viewer’s ability to objectively assess the subject. For parish churches, there was little issue, 
but the second room of this exhibition presents mostly urban studies, where significant post-
production was undertaken to neutralise the visual impact of contextual inclusions. Here, the 
viewer is asked to consider whether architectural photography, which is largely regarded in 
the same realm as documentary, where what is seen - is at it is, in this body of work, has 
been shifted to another reality - one of beauty, control and only partial truth.   

To find out more about the exhibition and accompanying talks and workshops, visit 
lakesidearts.org.uk/MartineHamiltonKnight 
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For more information and to arrange interviews, please contact Lakeside Arts’ Marketing and 
Communications Manager Mária Konyelicska at maria.konyelicska@nottingham.ac.uk   
 
Lakeside Arts Website: lakesidearts.org.uk 
Lakeside Arts Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @LakesideArts 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Martine Hamilton Knight DLitt(hon), FHEA, is a senior lecturer at Nottingham Trent 
University in the School of Art & Design, who has taught on the BA & MA programme since 
2018. With a Nottingham business as an architectural photographer spanning three decades 
in the industry, her area of specialism within the university encompasses a mixture of 
professional practice and technical delivery and she is a member of the university’s Design 
Research Centre. 

Her images have been published in dozens of books and journals world-wide. Pevsner’s 
‘Buildings of England - Nottinghamshire’, is published by Yale University Press (2020). She 
has had several exhibitions including a large solo show in Ningbo, China in 2009 and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate by The University of Nottingham in 2012. 

She has lectured across the UK for The Royal Institute of British Architects and runs 
photographic workshops for The Royal Photographic Society and Line & Light. Her book 
Photography for Architects - Effective use of images in your architectural practice is 
published by Routledge in 2023. 

www.builtvision.co.uk 
Instagram @martine_hamilton_knight | LinkedIn – Martine Hamilton Knight 
 
Lakeside Arts is the University of Nottingham’s public arts centre presenting a programme 
of visual arts and museum exhibitions, theatre, dance, children and families’ productions, 
workshops as well as a learning programme for everyone. Its venues include the Djanogly 
Recital Hall which stages concerts by internationally renowned soloists and chamber 
ensembles; the Djanogly Gallery; the University Museum which has a permanent collection 
of archaeology covering a period of some 250,000 years; and the Djanogly Theatre 
presenting UK and international touring work as well as producing and co-producing new 
theatre and dance. lakesidearts.org.uk 
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1. Boots D90 - Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (1966-8) Photo ©Martine Hamilton Knight 

2. Experian Data Centre – Sheppard Robson (2003) Photo ©Martine Hamilton Knight  

3. Thrumpton Hall (1617) Photo ©Martine Hamilton Knight  
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